Dog Pain Score Sheet
Choose the most appropriate expression from each section and total the scores to calculate
the pain score for the dog. If more than one expression applies choose the higher score.
	Name:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Time:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessor:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Objective assessment: LOOK AT THE DOG IN ITS KENNEL: Is it…?

	Question 1:
	General demeanor?

	Quiet
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Crying or whimpering
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Groaning
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Screaming
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Question 2:
	Pain related behaviour?

	Ignoring wound or painful area
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Looking at wound or painful area
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Licking at wound or painful area
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Rubbing at wound or painful area
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Chewing at wound or painful area
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	

	Objective assessment: APPLY GENTLE PRESSURE 5cm AROUND THE WOUND OR PAINFUL AREA. 
WHAT DOES THE PATIENT DO…?

	Question 3:
	Response to wound stimulation?

	Do nothing
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Look around
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Flinch
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Growl or guard area
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Snap
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	Cry
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5

	

	Subjective assessment: “OVERALL – IS THE DOG…?”

	Question 4:
	Subjective assessment of MENTATION

	Happy and content
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Quiet
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Indifferent / non-responsive
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Nervous/anxious/fearful
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Depressed/non-responsive
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	Question 5:
	Subjective assessment of COMFORT

	Comfortable
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Unsettled
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Restless
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Hunched or tense
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Rigid
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	

	Question 6:
	Objective assessment: “LOOK AT THE AFFECTED EYE: WHAT DO YOU SEE?”

	Nothing
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Excessive blinking
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Blepharospasm
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Attempting to rub eye
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Blepharospasm, lacrimation and rubbing of the eye
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL SCORE
(out of 24)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ANALGESIA GIVEN?
Consider rescue if score >5 or if any question has maximum score
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


